
AP Art History Summer Assignment 2019-2020 NOHS -- McMaken 
 
If you signed up for AP Art History, you might get the class.  I hope you do!  Looks like I’ll be 
teaching two sections of it, so chances are, you will be in my class.   
 
Hi, I’m Mr. McMaken.  Maybe I’ve taught you?  Maybe I’ve haven’t.  Either way, I’m excited to 
teach you.  Though I’ve taught AP Euro, AP Human Geography, and AP US History in my 
career, I have never taught AP Art History.  But I’ve ALWAYS wanted to.  I took AP Art History in 
high school (about 70 years ago), and it changed me.  During and after that class, I became 
both more inquisitive and more confident approaching ideas and creative products (books, 
essays, art works, architecture, films, etc).  More importantly, I felt like I got BACK some of the 
sense of wonder and awe and playfulness and pleasure that I had lost sometime between 2nd 
grade and 10th grade.  Art History allowed me to reclaim and reconcile all that good stuff with 
a more mature sense of the world and a firmer grasp of history and context.  If that doesn’t 
make any sense to you, that’s fine.  I’ll explain later.  The reason I say all that is because my 
wish for you is that you get something you are looking for out of this course, and I hope I can 
teach the course well enough to allow you get something important out of it.  Toward this end, 
I will be doing additional coursework/training over the summer.   
 
As with just about everything, what you get out of this course is strongly correlated to what 
you put into it.    The summer assignment is where this journey begins.  Good luck.  

●  And by the way, I am going to do ALL these things, too, so if you find them hard to do 
(Tasks 1 and 2), remember that I am also doing it and that you can look at mine too. 
(And I am NOT a visual artist.)  You will NOT be graded AT ALL on the drawings, but on 
the reflections!  I promise not to share the drawings with anyone without your 
permission.  

● You don’t have to DO these tasks in order.  However, when you put them in your Google 
Doc, please ARRANGE them in order (Task 1, then 2, then 3, then 4).  In other words, you 
could do Task 4 right now and do Task 1 later in the summer, as long as they are all 
done by July 31st. 

 
This must all be complete by July 31st in order to get full credit.   
 
Task 0 -- Create a google doc called “_______ ________ (your name) AP Art History Summer 
Exercises 2019”  Immediately share it with me (now) at rmcmaken@oconeeschools.org  You will 
be working on this doc over the summer, but I won’t check it until you email me that you are 
DONE. 
 
Task 1:  Sit in a place with minimal man-made things.  Bring a sheet of paper (or sketchbook) 
something(s) to draw with, and a clipboard or flat surface.  Sit for at least 5 minutes before 
you do anything.  Turn off your phone or better yet, leave it somewhere else.  Now draw what 
you perceive. 
 
After you are done, take a picture of it.  Put that picture in the google doc under a heading 
called “Task 1.” 
 
Below the picture, write a (300+ word) reflection about that experience.  If you need some 
questions to help you reflect, consider these:  What did you find challenging?  What did you 
enjoy?  What do you wonder?  What do you appreciate? 
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Task 2 --  Sit in a place with minimal man-made things.  Bring a sheet of paper (or sketchbook) 
something(s) to draw with, and a clipboard or flat surface.  Sit for at least 5 minutes before 
you do anything.  Turn off your phone or better yet, leave it somewhere else.  Now draw what 
you perceive. 
 
After you are done, take a picture of it.  Put that picture in the google doc under a heading 
called “Task 2.” 
 
Below the picture, write a (300+ word) reflection about that experience.  If you need some 
questions to help you reflect, consider these:  What did you find challenging?  What did you 
enjoy?  What do you wonder?  What do you appreciate? 
 
Task 3 -- This may be hard for some of you.  Spend 48 straight hours without using your 
phone or a computer or laptop or a screen of any kind. (Of course, if your parents or your 
work need you to answer calls or texts for safety reasons, allow yourself to do that, but that’s 
all.)   
 
After you are done, write a (300+ word) reflection about that process, under a heading called 
“Task 3”: including the TIME and DATES you did this, from beginning to end.  If you need some 
questions to help you reflect, consider these:  What did you find challenging?  What did you 
enjoy?  What do you wonder?  What thoughts did you have about yourself, your society, and 
technology? What do you appreciate?  What else came up for you?  Please be honest about 
your experience with this task.  (You are welcome to WRITE this reflection on sheets of paper 
and later take pictures of it and paste them in the google doc.) 
 
Task 4 -- Watch ONE of these documentary films about art.  Each is very different, but each 
deals with the creative process, aesthetics, and the roles of art.  
 
Helvetica (2007) (by Gary Hustwit) -- it’s about fonts and design in general! `  
Rivers and Tides: Andy Goldsworthy Working With Time (2001) -- it’s about nature. and art. 
Finding Vivian Maier (2013) -- it’s about a female street photographer. 
Sketches of Frank Gehry (2006) -- it’s about an architect. 
Cave of Forgotten Dreams (2011) -- it’s about anthropology, art, and a cave.  
 
I would also recommend the documentary Never Sorry about Ai Wei Wei (2012), but it has been 
rated both NR (non-rated) and R but various agencies, and since I haven’t finished watching it, 
I can’t yet fully recommend it.  However, contact me if your parent(s) and you look into it and 
both want you to watch it.  It’s about a Chinese dissident artist.  Those of you who took AP 
Human with me watched his documentary Human Flow, but that’s not about art, so it’s not an 
option. 
 
After you are done, write a (500+ word) reflection about the film under the heading “Task 4.”  If 
you need some questions to help you reflect, consider these:  What did you find challenging? 
What questions did it raise?  What was surprising about it?  What were some memorable 
moments?  What did you enjoy?  What do you wonder?  What do you appreciate?  What do 
you take issue with?  What thoughts do you have about art, artists, society, or aesthetics ? 
 



Once you are done with these 4 tasks, send me an email with the title “I’M DONE.”  Since you 
will have already shared the google doc with me, I will then open it and read it.   Thanks! 


